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ENGROSSED SECOND SUBSTI TUTE SENATE BI LL 5237

State of WAshi ngton 63rd Legislature 2013 Regul ar Session

By Senate Ways & Means (originally sponsored by Senators Dammeier,
Litzow, R vers, Tom Fain, Hobbs, Hatfield, and Carrell)

READ FI RST TI ME 02/ 22/ 13.

AN ACT Relating to establishing accountability for student
performance in reading; anending RCW 43.215.410, 28A 165.025, and
28A. 165. 035; adding a new section to chapter 28A. 415 RCW addi ng a new
section to chapter 28A 165 RCW addi ng a new section to chapter 28A. 320
RCW addi ng new sections to chapter 28A 655 RCW and creating a new
section.

BE | T ENACTED BY THE LEGQ SLATURE OF THE STATE OF WASHI NGTON:

NEW SECTION. Sec. 1. (1) The legislature finds that research
consistently shows that state investnents in high-quality early
| earni ng prograns have a powerful positive inpact on young | earners.
Studies have confirnmed that participation in high-quality early
|l earning prograns inproves early |language and literacy skills,
especially for children who are considered to be at-risk. The
| egislature intends to increase access for young learners to the high
quality early chil dhood educati on and assi stance program by increasing
funding to allow nore children to participate.

(2) The legislature also finds that significant state investnents
have been and will be nade to support a continuum of |earning from
preki ndergarten through third grade, including through early |earning
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prograns, statewide inplenentation of full-day kindergarten, and
reduced class sizes in grades kindergarten through three. These
investnments reflect the i nportance of providing young children with the
best possible opportunities to develop foundational know edge and
skills, particularly in the critical area of English |language arts
The investnents also reflect the legislature's recognition that early
intervention represents the best hope of elimnating the educationa
opportunity gap anong groups of students.

(3) The legislature also finds that such investnents and the
state's commtnent to prekindergarten through third grade |earning
warrant an accountability mechanism to ensure positive student
out cones. School districts should be required to provide intensive
remedi ation if student performance in English |anguage arts continues
to fall bel ow grade |[evel after conpletion of third grade.
Fur t her nor e, st at ew de i npl enment ati on of al i gned curricul um
instruction, and assessnments associated with the comobn core state
standards provides atinely opportunity toinitiate this accountability
mechani sm

(4) The legislature recognizes that the | earni ng assi stance program
is a supplenmental education programthat falls within the definition of
basi ¢ education. The purpose of the | earning assistance programis to
provi de students who are underachieving students wth the greatest
academ c deficits in basic skills with suppl enental education in order
to provide them access to the program of basic education. The
| egislature intends to focus the |earning assistance program on the
i ndi vi dual reading needs of the youngest |earners in grades
ki ndergarten through three and to enphasi ze the renedi ati on for readi ng
and reading readiness skills since reading proficiency is a crucia
el ement for student academ c success.

Sec. 2. RCWA43.215.410 and 2006 c 265 s 211 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) The departnent shall admnister a state-supported early
chi | dhood educati on and assi stance programto assist eligible children
W th educational, social, health, nutritional, and cultural devel opnent
to enhance their opportunity for success in the common school system
Eligible children shall be admtted to approved early childhood
prograns to the extent that the Ilegislature provides funds, and
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additional eligible children nmay be admtted to the extent that grants
and contributions from community sources provide sufficient funds for
a programequi valent to that supported by state funds.

(2) The departnent of early learning shall expand the early
chi | dhood education_and assistance program to serve nore_children in
the 2013-2015 fiscal biennium subject to funds being appropriated for
this purpose.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 3. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 415
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) H gh-quality professional devel opnent strategies are essenti al
to school and student success. Educators nust keep abreast of the
i nportant advances that are occurring in education through professional
devel opnent. Professional devel opnent is especially inportant in the
instruction of young readers since reading proficiency is a crucia
el ement for student academ c success.

(2) Subject to appropriations made for this purpose, targeted,
research-based professional developnent prograns are authorized to
further the devel opnent of outstanding reading teaching and | earning
opportunities. The office of the superintendent of public instruction
shall create partnerships wth the educational service districts or
public or private institutions of higher education wth approved
educator preparation prograns to develop and deliver professional
devel opnent |earning opportunities in reading instruction for K-3
t eachers.

Sec. 4. RCW28A.165.025 and 2009 ¢ 556 s 1 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) A participating school district shall submt the district's
plan for wusing learning assistance funds to the office of the
superintendent of public instruction for approval, to the extent
requi red under subsection (2) of this section. The program plan nust
identify the programactivities to be inplenented from RCW28A. 165. 035
and inplenent all of the elenments in (a) through ((k)})) (i) of this
subsection. The school district plan shall include the follow ng:

(a) A focus on first addressing the needs of students in grades
ki ndergarten_through_three who are_deficient in_reading_ or_reading
readi ness skills;
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(b) District and school-level data on reading, witing, and
mat hemati cs achi evenent as reported pursuant to chapter 28A. 655 RCWand
rel evant federal |aw

((b)y)) (c) Processes used for identifying the underachieving
students to be served by the program including the identification of
school or programsites providing programactivities;

((€e))) (d) How accelerated learning plans are developed and
i npl emented for participating students. Accel erated | earning plans may
be devel oped as part of existing student achi evenent plan process such
as student plans for achieving state high school graduation standards,
i ndi vi dual student academ c plans, or the achi evenent plans for groups
of students. Accelerated |earning plans shall include:

(1) Achievenent goals for the students;

(i1) Roles of the student, parents, or guardians and teachers in
t he pl an;

(ii1) Communication procedures regarding student acconplishnent;
and

(1v) Plan reviews and adjustnents processes;

((€))) (e) How state | evel and classroom assessnents are used to
informinstruction;

((£)y)) (f) How focused and intentional instructional strategies
have been identified and inpl enent ed,;

((y)) (9) How highly qualified instructional staff are devel oped
and supported in the programand in participating school s;

(((¢9)) (h) How other federal, state, district, and school
resources are coordinated wth school inprovenent plans and the
district's strategic plan to support underachi eving students; and

(((h)) (i) How a programevaluation will be conducted to determ ne
direction for the foll owi ng school year.

(2) If a school district has received approval of its plan once, it
is not required to submt a plan for approval under RCW 28A. 165. 045 or
this section unless the district has made a significant change to the
plan. If adistrict has made a significant change to only a portion of
the plan the district need only submt a description of the changes
made and not the entire plan. Plans or descriptions of changes to the
pl an nust be submtted by July 1st as required under this section. The
office of the superintendent of public instruction shall establish
gui delines for what a "significant change" is.
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Sec. 5. RCW28A. 165.035 and 2008 ¢ 321 s 4 are each anmended to
read as foll ows:

(1) School districts shall place special enphasis on_ first
addressing the needs of students in kindergarten through grade three
who are deficient in reading or reading readiness skills.

(2) Use of best practices magnifies the opportunities for student
success. The following are services and activities that my be
supported by the | earni ng assi stance program

((H)) (a) Extended learning tinme opportunities occurring:

(((8))) (i) Before or after the regular school day;

((b)y)) (i) On Saturday; and

((€e))) (iii) Beyond the regul ar school year;
((2)) (b) Services under RCW28A. 320. 190;

((3»)) (c) Professional devel opnment for certificated and
classified staff that focuses on:

(()y)) (i) The needs of a diverse student popul ati on;

((&b)y)) (i) Specific literacy and mathematics content and
instructional strategies; and

((&y)) (iii) The wuse of student work to guide effective
i nstruction;

((£4)y)) (d) Consultant teachers to assist in inplenenting effective
instructional practices by teachers serving participating students;

((65))) (e) Tutoring support for participating students; and

((8y)) (f) CQutreach activities and support for parents of
participating students, with a special focus and enphasis on parents of
participating students_in_kindergarten through grade_three who_are
deficient in reading or reading readiness skills.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 6. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 165
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Beginning August 1, 2013, and each August 1st thereafter,
school districts shall report to the office of the superintendent of
public instruction:

(a) Annual entrance and exit data for individual students
participating in the | earni ng assistance program

(b) The anobunt of academ c growth gained by each student and the
nunber of students who gain at | east one year of academ c growth; and
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(c) The specific practices, activities, and prograns used by each
school building that receive | earning assi stance program fundi ng.

(2) The office of the superintendent of public instruction shal
conpile the school district data and report annual and | ongitudina
gains for the specific practices, activities, and prograns used by the
school districts to show which are the nost effective.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 7. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 320
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) National research consistently shows that when a student's
famly is actively involved in the student's education then the
student's rates of academ c achievenent increase. Therefore, each
school district shall require that each report card of every student in
ki ndergarten through fourth grade include information regardi ng how a
student is progressing on acquiring reading skills and whether a
student is at grade level in reading. |If a student is not at or above
grade level, the teacher nust explain to the parent or guardi an what
interventions and strategies wll be used to help the student inprove
the student's reading skills and provide strategies for the parents to
assi st the student to inprove the student's reading skills at hone.

(2) Each school shall report to the school district the nunber of
students in grades kindergarten through three that are reading bel ow
grade |l evel and the interventions that are being provided to inprove
the reading skills of the students. The school district shal
aggregate the reports fromthe schools and provide the reports to the
of fice of the superintendent of public instruction. The information
provided to the superintendent of public instruction shall be
di saggregated by subgroups of students and reported to appropriate
commttees of the legislature and the educational opportunity gap
oversi ght and accountability commttee.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 8. A new section is added to chapter 28A 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) The definitions in this subsection apply throughout this
section unless the context clearly requires otherw se.

(a) "Basic" nmeans a score on the statew de student assessnent at a
level two in a four-level scoring system
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(b) "Bel ow basic" nmeans a score on the statew de student assessnent
at alevel one in a four-level scoring system

(c) "Not neet the state standard”" neans a score on the statew de
student assessnent at either a |l evel one or a level two in a four-Ievel
scoring system

(2)(a) Beginning in the 2015-16 school year, if a student receives
a score of below basic on the third grade statew de student assessnent
in English language arts, a neeting shall automatically be required
bet ween the student's parent or guardi an, teacher, and the principal of
t he school the student attends to discuss the appropriate placenent and
remedi al strategies for the student to inprove the student's reading
skills. The options for placenent shall include:

(1) Retentionin the third grade; or

(ii) Pronotion to fourth grade with an intensive renedial program
provi ded, supported, or <contracted by the school district, which
i ncludes a summer programor other option identified by the parents,
teacher, or principal as appropriately neeting the student's needs in
preparation for the fourth grade.

(b) Following participation in a district sumer program or other
remedi al option, the third grade English | anguage arts assessnent shal
be readm nistered and a followup neeting with the student's parent or
guardi an, summer instructor, and principal shall occur.

(3) If a student does not have a score in English | anguage arts on
the third grade statewi de student assessnent but the district
determ nes, using district or classroom based di agnostic assessnents or
anot her standardi zed assessnent, that the student's performance is
equivalent to below basic in English |anguage arts, the policy in
subsection (2) of this section applies.

(4) A school district nust provide witten notification of
assessnent results to all parents or guardians of third grade students
taking the English | anguage arts assessnent. |If the child did not neet
the state standard, the notification nust provide information about
strategies for the parents or guardians to assist the student to
inprove the student's reading skills at honme, and the need for a
nmeeting to discuss the student's grade placenent and renediation
opti ons.

(5) Inplenentation of subsections (2), (3), and (4) of this section
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is subject to the availability of funds specifically appropriated for
t he purpose of this section.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 9. A new section is added to chapter 28A 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

A school district my exenpt the following students from the
process and notification required under section 8 of this act:

(1) Students who participate in the statew de student assessnent
system through an alternate assessnent designed for students wth
significant cognitive disabilities;

(2) Students wth disabilities whose individualized education
program includes specially designed instruction in English |anguage
arts, and whose individualized education program team determ nes that
retention in third grade is not an appropriate educational placenent;
and

(3) Students who are English |anguage |earners who have been
enrolled in the transitional bilingual instructional program under
chapter 28A. 180 RCWfor two or fewer years.

NEW SECTION. Sec. 10. A new section is added to chapter 28A. 655
RCWto read as foll ows:

(1) Subject to the availability of funds specifically appropriated
for this purpose, beginning in the 2016-17 school year, a school
di strict must provide the foll ow ng renedi ati on for any student who did
not neet the state standard on the third grade statew de assessnent in
Engl i sh | anguage arts in the previous school year:

(a) A mnimm of ninety mnutes of daily, research-based
instruction in English | anguage arts;

(b) Small group instruction or reduced teacher-to-student rati os;

(c) Supplenental tutoring; and

(d) Use of diagnostic assessnents to identify specific skills where
t he student needs assi stance and other formative assessnments to nonitor
student progress during the school year.

(2) To inplement the renediation provided under this section and
section 8 of this act, school districts may use state funds provided
for basic education through general apportionment or the |earning
assi stance program state and federal funds for the transitional
bi I i ngual instructional programfor students eligible for and enrolled
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program state and federal funds for special education for
S wth disabilities, federal funds from Title | of the
ary and secondary education act, or any other state, federal
or private funds avail abl e generally or specifically to support
| earning in English | anguage arts.

~-- END ---
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